
The Sir Winston Churchill Society isn’t all about the things Winston Churchill did in the past (however profound they may be.) It’s 
about his convictions, his wit, his power to inspire and how those qualities are necessary in the world today. We want to incorporate his 

values and spread his ways. We want to share what we have learnt and discovered from him, with you.
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Student Speech competition

The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill 
Society’s High School Speech Tournament was held 
November 20, 2018 in the historic McKay Avenue 
School and Museum in downtown Edmonton. 
Students from Old Scona Academic and Tempo 
School competed in two rounds with a prepared 
topic and one round with an impromptu topic. 

The prepared topic, known to the contestants 
beforehand, was:

 “Express your view on the politics of warfare 
– whether political or military leaders should have more 
control over how a war is strategically managed.”

The impromptu topic was disclosed to each student 
in turn with 10 minutes to prepare:  

   ‘In June of 1940 after the Dunkirk evacuation, 
Churchill declared to the House of Commons, “We shall fight on 
the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight 
in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we 
shall never surrender”.  In a five-minute speech discuss how this 
quote resonates with you.’

Speeches were judged by a panel of volunteer parents and 
Churchill Society members according to a ranking formula. 
The high quality of the competitors’ work presented a good 
challenge for the judges.  

The competition was promoted, planned, organized, and 
led by the Churchill Society’s Director of Competitions, 
Sarah Fong. With the assistance of past winners Navya 
Baradi, Shuling Yang, and volunteer judges, the event ran 
smoothly and on schedule. There was a break for a provided 
luncheon, and time was left for a final “speak off ” after two 
students tied for first place. The speak off took place in 
the historic first chamber of Alberta’s fledgling Provincial 
Legislature. 

First place went to Sriya Gadde, from Tempo School.  
Second place went to Gurjot Hothi from Old Scona 
Academic, and third place to Harveen Brar from Tempo 
School. Each received a cash scholarship.

Comments from students and volunteers afterwards were 
favourable.  The speech themes were well received. The 
prepared topic was “a good thinking exercise” according 
to one.  Thanks, and “well done!” go to Sarah for making 
it all happen, to our 17 great contestants for the keen 
competition, and to our volunteers and judges for their gift 
of time and diligence. Congratulations to Sriya, Gurgot, 
and Harveen.

Our competitors, including: Sriya Gadde, standing 4th from right, Gurjot Hothi, 
standing extreme left, and Harveen Brar, standing extreme right.

The Historic McKay Avenue School
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preSident’S meSSage

It’s a great time to be a member of the Edmonton Churchill Society! 

In our changing world, we are proud to be a society that can be seen to uphold Churchillian ideals: courage, 
freedom, justice, duty, mercy, and hope.

The money raised from the sale of Sir Winston’s painting “Mimizan” last June has revealed exciting 
possibilities. For the first time in a long while we have an opportunity to undertake bold new initiatives that 
would make our society founders proud. The work of past board members has provided us with a valuable 
foundation on which to build.  Our Patron, former guest speakers, and long-time members have offered 
guidance and advice. We are working together to learn how to best fulfil this happy responsibility. Our 
energized board has members who are up to the task.

We are justly proud of our student competitions and scholarships. Education truly does change lives. 
Sir Winston Churchill spoke of this often and when Churchill College in Cambridge was created he 
said: “I trust and believe that this College, this seed that we have sown, will grow to shelter and nurture 
generations who may add most notably to the strength and happiness of our people, and to the knowledge 
and peaceful progress of the world.” The Edmonton Churchill Society is responsible for creating the 
Churchill Scholarships that have sent 25 young Albertans to Churchill College. Many of these scholars have 
gone on to become professors, researchers, and policy makers in Alberta and throughout the world.  The 
Churchill Oxford Scholarships Foundation has sent four history and mathematics students to Oxford. At 
the University of Alberta, students may apply for the Churchill Award in History and at Grant McEwan 
University they may apply for scholarships in Journalism. The Churchill High School Speech Competitions 
organized by our society provide early encouragement to winners and participants that is often just the first 
step in an illustrious career. These are worthy activities that carry our name.

I am very much looking forward to meeting Mr. Andrew Roberts, our guest speaker at our 55th Annual 
Memorial Banquet on May 25th. A historian and journalist, he is the author of several award-winning 
books and columns in the Daily Telegraph, Daily Mail, and the Spectator as well as documentary series and 
commentaries on the BBC. Mr. Roberts’ most recent book, “Churchill: Walking with Destiny” has been 
praised by the New York Times “as the best single-volume biography of Churchill ever written.” His visit 
to Edmonton is one of five appearances at Churchill Societies across the country. You will find more details 
elsewhere in this issue of the Churchillian as well as a video clip of Andrew Roberts on our website. Please 
circle the date on your calendars!

Finally I would like to remind you to renew your Memberships. The cost remains at $60.00 or $25.00 for 
Students. The easiest way for you to do this is by using our website:  
https://www.churchillsocietyofedmonton.com/shop

With kindest greetings and all best wishes, on behalf of the board of the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill 
Society, I thank you for your support.

Elisebeth Checkel 
President

officerS and the Board of directorS

Recent months have seen personnel changes among our 
officers and directors:
- Dr. Kenneth Munro has resigned his office of Executive 
Secretary.
- Robert Chaffee has been appointed Executive Secretary.
- Jim Flatman has resigned his office of Treasurer.
- Diane Sweet has joined as a director and has been 
appointed Treasurer.
- Dr. Roger Hodgkinson has left the board.
- Jason Olfert has joined as a director and is operating our 
website.
- Jill Wright has joined as a director, and has been 
appointed Vice President.

On behalf of the Sir Winston Churchill Society, we offer our sincere thanks to Roger, Jim and Ken for their 
years of invaluable service. They have been excellent colleagues who have made major contributions to the life 
and direction of our society. 
Welcome to Jill, Diane and Jason. Their energy and ideas are now at work supporting the goals and objectives of 
our society. 
Our slate of directors is not full. Members who would like to help with the continuing work of meeting our 
society’s objectives are encouraged to come forward. Interested parties are welcome to approach any officer or 
director to discuss board membership.

Current Board of Directors

Elisebeth Checkel  President, Membership
Jill Wright Vice President
Robert Chaffee Executive Secretary, 
 the Churchillian,   
 Archives
Dianne Sweet Treasurer
Sarah Fong Student Competitions
Jason Olfert Website

our oBjectiveS

To honor the life of Sir Winston Spencer Churchill by: 

• Educating students on his life and achievements, and their continued relevance, by organizing debates and 
public speaking/essay competitions; 

• Educating the public on his life, philosophy, achievements and literary heritage by organizing lectures, 
speeches, seminars and the publication of these lectures and speeches; 

• To advance education by providing scholarships and research bursaries to Alberta students to continue 
their education at universities throughout the world.
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2019 camBridge Scholar 2019 camBridge Scholar

Winston Churchill with 6th Battalion, 
the Royal Scots Fusiliers, 1916.

hiStorical eventS

1880 Churchill’s brother John 
( Jack) is born February 4.

1895 Winston’s father, Lord 
Randolph Churchill dies at 
age 45, January 24.

1910 Churchill is appointed 
Home Secretary February 
15, in H.H. Asquith’s 
Liberal government.

1916 He returns to England in 
May after serving for a 
few months as an infantry 
officer.

1939 Churchill is appointed First 
Lord of the Admiralty for 
the second time, September 
5. The Admiralty send out a 
general signal: “Winston is 
back.”

As our readers may recall from our November 2018 
edition, the Churchill Scholarship was established 
to support University of Alberta students in Ph.D. 
programs at Churchill College, Cambridge.  The 
scholarship pays a significant amount.  It is not 
awarded each year to a new student; the frequency 
of new awards depends on the state of the 
Foundation accounts and commitments.

Fortunately, 2019 is an award year. The selection 
of the 25th Cambridge Scholar was made by vote 
among a committee of Sir Winston Churchill 
Society members and representatives from the 
University of Alberta Faculty of Engineering.  The 
2019 Cambridge Scholar is Scott Elgersma.  Scott 
will complete his Bachelor of Engineering studies 
at the University of Alberta in April. He was 
chosen from among several other very accomplished 
students. We spoke with Scott in February, for this 
article.

Scott was born in Oregon and came to Alberta at 
age 5. He graduated from St. Joseph’s Collegiate 
High School in Brooks at age 17 and attended 
Medicine Hat College.  He discovered strong 

interest and skill in high school mathematics 
and science.  Accepted to study genetics at the 
University of Alberta, he reconsidered, having 
recognized that he wanted to work more with 
mathematics.  This led him to “stumble into 
Chemical Engineering”, a better fit for his interests.  
This was perhaps informed by the visible presence 
and clear importance of the oil and gas industry in 
southern Alberta. He saw it as a “truly exciting field” 
for engineering and research.  

Scott volunteered with Students for Learning 
during his second and third years of University, 
tutoring high school students in Chemistry and 
Mathematics. He found it rewarding to help others 
break down problems into soluble steps. 

Part of Scott’s undergraduate years have been 
spent working in industry, in the educational 
cooperative program sponsored by the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Engineering.  In this program, 
an undergraduate degree is completed in 5 years, 
part of which is spent in paid employment with 
mentors in industry.  This experience helped him to 
recognize the type of work and work environment 
he would prefer. He developed an interest in 
studying multi-phase flow behavior in chemical 
process equipment.  Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
(NMR) has been used to gather data about dynamic 
processes.  At Cambridge, Scott plans to use MRI, a 
development of NMR, to study catalytic multiphase 
reactors. There is, according to Scott, a great deal 
left to observe and learn about such processes. 
The data gained from MRI observation will help 
to verify and improve modelling tools used in 
equipment design. It will improve modelling for the  
scaling-up of chemical processes, from microscopic 
laboratory studies to commercial production.  Dr. 
Kevin Reid, a former recipient of this scholarship, 
was an important mentor for Scott at Syncrude’s 

Edmonton Research Centre and encouraged him to apply for 
the 2019 award.  

Scott was a competitive swimmer for some years, which led him 
to triathlons during his first year at University. He served as Vice 
President of the University of Alberta Rowing Club. He now 
enjoys cycling in season and recreational swimming.  He does 
not anticipate getting involved in serious competitive athletics at 
Cambridge but intends to stay as active as his studies permit.

We asked Scott what Winston Churchill means to him, as he 
looks forward to receiving a scholarship and attending a college 
both bearing Churchill’s name.  Scott sees Winston Churchill as 
a great orator and communicator which made him an important 
leader. Ideas must be given life through language if they are ever 
to touch reality. This was Churchill’s great skill. He didn’t need to 
be a scientist or an engineer, for example, to communicate with 
scientists and engineers. He had the ability to communicate with 
all to bring all together in a great cause.

Scott is scheduled to begin his work at Cambridge in September. 
The scholarship will be paid out over the normal three years of 
his studies, contingent on satisfactory progress. If the research is 
complete in the three years, the Ph.D. program can be extended 
for one tuition-free year to write the thesis.

After completion of his Ph.D., Scott expects to seek a research 
and development position with a company in chemical or 
petroleum production. He enjoyed this type of work and 
work environment in the cooperative program and would like 
to continue using cutting-edge experimental and modelling 
techniques to tackle large scale petrochemical production issues.

Scott has expressed to us his sincere thanks for this “incredible 
opportunity.”  The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill 
Society and the Churchill Statue and Oxford Scholarship 
Foundation congratulate Scott and wish him every success in his 
studies and beyond. 
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Winston and Clementine, 1910

We got it Wrong...

55th churchill memorial Banquet

The 55th Annual Churchill Memorial Banquet will take 
place Saturday, May 25, 2019, at the University of Alberta 
Faculty Club: 11435 Saskatchewan Drive NW, Edmonton.
Our guest speaker will be Prof. Andrew Roberts. Prof. 
Roberts is a London-based historian, author, journalist and 
broadcaster. In late 2018 he published a new biography of 
Winston Churchill. Churchill, Walking with Destiny has 
been received with much praise. The New York Times has 
called it “the best single-volume biography of Churchill 
ever written”. 
We very much look forward to hearing Prof. Roberts speak. 
Tickets are $150 per person, and $75 for students. To 
purchase on line and for more information about the 
Banquet, visit our website at 
www.churchillsocietyofedmonton.com

Deadline for ticket purchase:  Thursday, May 23 at noon

‘The best single-volume life imaginable of a man whose life it 
would seem technically impossible to get into a single volume.’
Simon Heffer, Daily Telegraph
You can find this review on-line at:  https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
books/non-fiction/churchill-andrew-roberts-reviewis-best-biography-
winston-churchill/

‘This epic biography … reveals much of the man behind the 
bulldog Britishness. This is an exceptionally fine life of an 
exceptional man.’
Nick Rennison, Daily Mail 
You can find this review on-line at:  https://www.dailymail.co.uk/
home/books/article-6240857/So-polite-thanked-speaking-clock.html 

‘By drawing on many previously untapped sources, Mr Roberts 
has produced a more complete picture of his subject than any 
previous biography.’
The Economist

We did not recognize David Trew in 
our September 2018 issue. David kindly 
supported our annual banquet last year 
as our piper, leading the head table party 
in and out of the banquet room. We 
thank David for his support and beg 
forgiveness for this omission.
Not content with omission, in the same 
issue we also indulged in error. We 
summarily demoted Charles (Chuck) 
Marshall to the rank of LCol. Retired. 
Chuck retired with the rank of Colonel. 
We sincerely apologize for this also.

To purchase by mail, send the form below with payment to our postal address on page 8.

Entree Choices, served with potato and seasonal vegetables: Prime Rib of Beef, Baked Filet of Salmon with 
Hollandaise sauce or fresh Citrus Salsa, or Mediterranean style vegan grilled vegetables.

Privacy and Consent: By including your E-mail address, you agree to receive future notifications regarding Society activities. Please 
note, all E-mail messages sent to the membership are sent under the use of the Blind carbon copy (Bcc) tool which means that individual 
recipients do not see the entire list of addressees. There is no fear of being added to additional mailing lists, etc.

University of Alberta Faculty Club.

David Trew leads in the 
head table, 2018 

Andrew Roberts

churchill memorial Banquet

I would like to order ________ tickets @ $150.00 each  
and/or  ________ tickets @ $75.00 each (students only) 
for Saturday, May 25, 2019 

Location: University of Alberta Faculty Club

Name:*  

Street:  

City:  

Postal Code:  

Phone number:  

Email:* (please print or type clearly) 
 

If possible, I would like to be seated with:

 

 

Please indicate entree choice (see below):

 
Food allergies or special meal requirements for  
medical or religious reasons:

 

“Churchill, 
Walking with 
Destiny ” can be 
found online 
from Audrey’s 
Books at:

https://www.audreys.ca/?searchty
pe=keyword&qs=andrew+roberts
&qs_file=&q=h.tviewer&using_
sb=status&qsb=keyword

Three generations of McGuckins: James, Alex, 
and James: at our 2018 Memorial Banquet.

*Required information

Name(s) of guest(s) and email if possible:

 

 

 

 

Please indicate guest(s) entree choice(s) (see below):

 

 

 

 



8 VOL. 11  ISSUE 1THE CHURCHILLIAN

contact uS
Robert Chaffee, Executive Secretary
Sir Winston Churchill Society
4712 – 55 Avenue 
Beaumont, Alberta T4X 1J7

780.929.6766
swcsofedmonton@gmail.com
www.churchillsocietyofedmonton.com
     /churchillsocietyofedmonton

2019 Sir WinSton churchill Society memBerShip application

Salutation:   Name:  

Email:  

Mobile:  

Home Phone:  

Address: 

 

Type of Membership:  o Regular $60 o Student $25 
Privacy and Consent: By including your E-mail address, you agree to receive future notifications regarding Society activities. Please note, all 
E-mail messages sent to the membership are sent under the use of the Blind carbon copy (Bcc) tool which means that individual recipients 
do not see the entire list of addressees. There is no fear of being added to additional mailing lists, etc.

First Middle  Last

Street City  Prov Postal Code

Sir WinSton churchill Society memBerShip

An objective view of historical figures must be informed by 
the social realities and context of their own times. People 
and leaders in the past accepted as self-evident some ideas 
which are less widely held today. People and leaders in 
the past also served high ideals and demonstrated many 
virtues of timeless value. Winston Churchill’s career was no 
exception to this.  We in this Society celebrate his practice 
of virtues which remain as important today as they were 
in 1940: courage, integrity, justice, determination, and a 
commitment to democracy. He was a product of his times, 
and a shaper of ours. 

The Churchill Society promotes his important ideals by 
helping young people develop research, critical thinking, 
citizenship, effective speaking, and leadership skills. 

New members are always welcome. While you renew your 
own membership, please consider inviting your friends and 

family members to join the Society.  Your membership fees 
of $60.00 ($25.00 for students) support the highest ideals 
reflected in Churchill’s life and work.

Purchase your membership today by visiting our website 
and following the instructions:  
https://www.churchillsocietyofedmonton.com/shop

If you are reading a print version of this newsletter, you 
can apply online by visiting our website. Search for “Sir 
Winston Churchill Society of Edmonton”, select “More”, 
then “Membership”, and proceed with your application.

If you provide an e-mail address in your application we can 
send you future digital editions of this newsletter, which 
will help us reduce the cost of distribution.  

If you are unable to apply through our website, contact us 
via email at swcsofedmonton@gmail.com for assistance.

For membership application or to purchase banquet 
tickets, enclose a cheque payable to “The Sir Winston 
Churchill Society” and send to:

 Double-click 
if you have 
the digital 
version of this 
newsletter.<<

Alternatively, we invite you to make your 
purchases on-line at

www.churchillsocietyofedmonton.com/shop


